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RPC
PHD IN RHETORIC AND 
PROFESSIONAL
COMMUNICATION

WHAT ALUMNI SAY . . .

The Rhetoric and Professional Communication 
(RPC) program at Iowa State University is one of 
the oldest and most successful PhD programs in the 
United States. Our graduates have gone on to shape 
the field in profound ways. 

When you enroll in the program, you’ll join a 
program that stresses the intersection of rhetoric 
and professional communication. It stands apart 
from other programs in defining “professional 
communication” broadly, to include business and 
organizational communication, as well as technical 
and scientific communication. You’ll collaborate with 
an array of engaged scholars and other graduate 
students on research projects, presenting your work 
at major conferences and even publishing articles 
together. 

You’ll also receive funding in the form of a teaching 
assistantship. Rather than teaching just first-year 
composition, you’ll have the opportunity to teach a 
variety of courses, including speech and advanced 
communication courses.

https://www.engl.iastate.edu/rpc/
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Jacob Rawlins,
Assistant Professor 
of Linguistics and 
English language, 
Brigham Young 
University

“IOWA STATE’S RPC PROGRAM TAUGHT ME THE 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING SKILLS I  NEED IN THE 
EARLY STAGES OF MY ACADEMIC CAREER.  MORE 
IMPORTANTLY,  THE CLOSE NETWORK OF RPC 
STUDENTS AND ALUMNI HAS PROVIDED ME WITH 
PRODUCTIVE COLLABORATIVE RELATIONSHIPS AND 
VERY GOOD FRIENDS.”

 

“IOWA STATE GAVE ME A THOROUGH GROUNDING 
IN RHETORICAL THEORY AND PRACTICE,  RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY,  PEDAGOGICAL THEORY,  AND 
APPLICATION.  JUST AS IMPORTANTLY,  THE FACULTY 
GENUINELY,  GENEROUSLY GAVE THEIR TIME AND 
ATTENTION TO MY DEVELOPMENT AND SUCCESS AT ALL 
LEVELS—RESEARCH,  TEACHING,  AND SERVICE.  THIS 
WAS A FOUNDATIONAL,  INVALUABLE EXPERIENCE!”

   
Clay Spinuzzi, 
Professor of Rhetoric 
and Writing, 
University of Texas 
at Austin

Susan Pagnac
Director of Writing, 
Central College

“ENTERING THE RPC PROGRAM AT ISU MEANS THAT 
YOU WILL BE ENTERING AN OPEN AND WELCOMING 
ATMOSPHERE WHERE YOU ARE VALUED AS A COLLEAGUE 
AS WELL AS A STUDENT.  THE FACULTY TRULY CARE 
ABOUT THEIR GRADUATE STUDENTS,  AND IT  SHOWS IN 
HOW THEY ENCOURAGE,  MENTOR,  AND EVEN CHALLENGE 
THEIR STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THE PROGRAM.”
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North Dakota State University · Brigham Young University · Northern Kentucky University · University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
· University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee · University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point · University of Arkansas, Little Rock · University 
of Massachusetts, Darmouth · University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill · Envision Technology Solutions (ETS) · Rochester 
Institute of Technology · University of Western Ontario · Purdue University · East Carolina University · F. Hoffmann-LaRoche 
Pharmaceuticals · University of Arizona · Lakehead University · San Francisco State University · Haskell Indian Nations 
University · Workiva · University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire · Central College · A.T. Kearney, Inc., · Elon University · Kennesaw 
State University · Oregon Institute of Technology · University of Texas, Austin · University of Winnepeg · Minnesota State 
University, Mankato · University of Central Florida · Virginia Tech University · Idaho State University · Texas Tech University · 
Clarkson University · Miami University, Ohio

WHERE OUR ALUMNI ARE WORKING   

https://www.engl.iastate.edu/rpc/
https://www.engl.iastate.edu/rpc/



