Proposals due January 31, 2023 (issue to appear Summer 2024)

In limine

Writing assignments at the transition from undergraduate to law school

You are invited to propose an essay for a special issue of the peer-reviewed journal Prompt: A
Journal of Academic Writing Assignments, guest edited by Antonio Elefano, Lindsay Head, and
Brian Larson. Prompt publishes writing assignments that authors have used in their classrooms,
each accompanied by a short essay (approximately 2,500 words) by the assignment authors,
reflecting on the development, delivery, successes, and challenges of the assignment. The
journal is peer-reviewed; articles and all supporting supplemental materials are open access
and available free of charge on the journal’s website. The journal’s format and developmental
stance toward the peer-review process are perfect for junior and senior teachers/scholars alike,
including those who have limited time for scholarship or are unfamiliar with the peer-review
process.

In this special issue, the editors seek to spotlight assignments from both undergraduate and law
school instructors who aim to support students in the transition to law school. Lawyers are
familiar with the motion in limine, which advocates make to judges prior to trial. The Latin term
limen refers to the threshold of a home, so the motion occurs on the threshold. Law students,
too, must cross the threshold from undergraduate study to professional school, and that
transition is not thoroughly studied. Among the many challenges students face while in limine
are the requirements of a more formal type of writing in law school than that for which their
undergraduate training has prepared them. But many students come to law school having
taken some kind of undergraduate writing class focused on legal writing. Meanwhile, critical
scholarship and current events counsel some skepticism regarding the conventions of legal
communication and rhetoric. Into the legal writing rhetoric environment come teachers who
are often contingent workers or hold lower status (whether at the undergraduate or law-school
level). Understanding the types of writing assignments students encounter both prior to and
during their first year of law school is thus important to legal training, the legal profession, and
the broader culture.

Currently, there is limited scholarship on the transition from undergraduate education to law
school. Enquist (2005) observes the fundamental differences between undergraduate writing
and legal writing. Cabrera (2001) asks whether a stronger foundation in communication skills
from undergraduate education could aid in future law school retention. The editors invite both
undergraduate and 1L law school instructors to show through their curriculum how they bridge
this important gap.

Submissions could include assignments that either broadly or narrowly prepare student for this
transition. Undergraduate preparation might take the shape of a specific legal writing course
but could also come in the form of courses designed for writing transfer, such as those found in
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Writing in the Disciplines (WID) or Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) programs (Moore &
Bass 2017; Yancey 2014). This curriculum might first introduce undergraduate students to the
legal field, related fields, or simply professional writing assignments that transfer well into law
school, such as a client email or office memorandum. Writing for transfer also expands beyond
traditional genres with many contemporary law students exploring narrative structure,
storytelling, law in literature, and critical and rhetorical theories of law in their first-year
classrooms (Page 2017; Paskey 2014; Posner 2009). The editors would welcome submissions
that highlight assignments which creatively engage with the law outside traditional genres.
Successful submissions might describe assignments that produce writing for the practice of law,
writing about the law, or writing with the law for social action or to support diversity, equity,
and inclusion in legal education.

Submission guidelines

We invite teacher scholars who teach legal communication in law schools or undergraduate
courses that center the law or legal writing to submit proposals for the special issue. Each
proposal should be 200-300 words and should:

(a) Briefly describe the assignment that will be the focus of the essay.

(b) Identify the course in which the assignment appears/appeared.

(c) Explain the assignment’s and the course’s place in the transition from undergraduate to
law school.

(d) Identify at least one scholarly theoretical or analytical framework that the author will
use in the essay. (The works cited in this CFP may provide an excellent starting point,
but we welcome other frameworks. We are also happy to consult with authors looking
for starting points here.)

Make submissions and direct inquiries to: Lindsay Head at LHEAD@STU.EDU.

Timeline
e January 31, 2023: Deadline for short proposals.
e March 1: Special issue editors inform authors of accepted proposals.
e July 15: Articles due to special issue editors.
¢ July-October: Peer review round 1.
¢ November-December: Authors revise (if required).
e January 2024: 2nd round of peer review (if required).
o February: Copyediting.
e March: Proofreading.
e April 15, 2024: Articles to Prompt production editors for typesetting, etc. (HARD
DEADLINE)
e June: Authors and editors review proofs
e July 15, 2024: Issue is out
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